
Okay, that’s not a declaration that the Cubs are 
going to win the World Series this year. It’s not even 
a declaration that they’ll do it in the next five years 
(though they’re gonna). What we are saying is that after 
five years in Nowhere Land, the Cubs matter again. 
Not just to those of us who write and read this complete 
waste of time, but to the baseball world in general. Will 
there be a more talked about .500 team than the Cubs 
this year? In the past 10? Almost certainly not. The 
Cubs are going to be a story wherever they go, and 
that’s going to be the case for a while yet. You made it, 

Cubs fans. 
We’ve spent the first two years of this publication 

mostly talking about “the plan” and “the process.” That’s 
all over now. It’s there for everyone to see. Now it’s 
about implementation. And that’s what we’ll be talking 
about for most of this season. But right here, at the 
precipice before things get going tonight. is to figure out 
what the Cubs are going to be this season. 

One of the main reasons the Cubs will be watched 
by baseball fans everywhere, other than the embar-
rassment of young talent, is that the Cubs could be 

just about anything this season. If you wanted to argue 
they’ll struggle to crack 80 wins, you can do that. After 
all, that would be a seven-game improvement from last 
season. If you wanted to argue they will win 90 and 
make at least a pass at the Central, you can probably 
do that with the potential on offer. Maybe that’s why 
people settle mostly for predicting the middle, because 
it just feels easier. 

We tend to shade up to the higher side of things, 
but we’ll go through why in a bit. There are certainly a 
lot of questions no one’s got the answer to up and down 
the lineup. 

Eight Men, How Many Outs?
The starting lineup that trots out there tonight only 

has two sure things. The other variable is that it very 
well won’t be the starting lineup in a couple weeks, and 
who knows what it could look like in June. Again, we’ll 
get to it all. 

The first sure thing is Anthony Rizzo, and the sec-
ond is Starlin Castro, but even then you can’t be sure 
how long Castro stays at short. That’s a problem more 
for the 4th of July than it is Tax Day, though. The Cubs 
have questions at 3rd base, 2nd base, catcher, left field, 
center field, and right field. The ones in center and right 
are certainly less than the others, however. 

It might be odd to say the Cubs can’t be sure of 
what they’ll get at catcher considering they’re going 
to start with three of them. What we do know is that 
the most important defensive part of the position, the 
receiving of the ball (y’know, the part the position is 
named after) is going to improve a lot. The Cubs go 
from one of the worst pitch-framers in baseball in 
Welington Castillo to two of the best in Miguel Montero 
and David Ross. That might not sound like much, and 
in fact sounds like true baseball geeks jerking off. But 
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This is our reward. 
That’s the way it feels. Of course, the Cubs have 

rebounded from being terrible to being good in recent 
memory. They were awful in 2002, but drafted Mark 
Prior the previous year and saw him debut that season. 
They brought Dusty in, but that didn’t feel like this. 

They were terrible in 2006, were put up for sale, 
brought in Lou Piniella and just about every free agent 
they could get a phone call to. But that didn’t feel like 
this, because you knew that was an all-in charge that 
had a shelf life of a handful of years. 

This is different. First of all, in the previous scenar-
ios the Cubs weren’t trying to be bad. I don’t know that 
they were trying to be good, but they got to the bottom 
through incompetence and indifference. This time 
around, Theo Epstein told us it was going to be rough, 
that it would take time, that they were starting over. 
That’s never happened, at least not in my lifetime. 

We’ve gotten through to the other side now, and 
this doesn’t feel like a brief spasm of relevance before 
the Cubs return to their normal 
rung. This feels like the whole 
organization, the entire feeling of a 
being a Cubs fan is about to mean 
something different from what it ever 
has before.

The Cubs have had one stretch 
of three straight winning seasons 
since 1972. That means once in my 
lifetime, and two of those seasons 
were the infuriating ‘04 and ‘05 
campagins (otherwise known as 
“The Matt Murton Era”). Clearly, 
that’s going to come to an end right 
soon. For the first time in most of our lives, the Cubs 
are going to be a consistent contender, taking many 
spins of the wheel to finally end this torture that we’ve 
chosen to take on. It’s hard to even describe. 

Maybe finally we can change the conversation. 
Wouldn’t that be a relief?

Of course, the season hasn’t even started and the 
Cubs’ newfound relevance has already created a ton of 
noise around them. The bleachers, the reconstruction, 
the Kris Bryant debate, those that are trying to tamp 
down the Cubs’ expectations vs. those who want to 
ramp it up, the Sun-Times’s inability to understand 
basic logic. It seems like the Cubs will always have to 
do things with a lot of static. Can you imagine what it 
would be like if they’re 15 games over .500 in July? But 
that’s how it goes. 

The thing is, it could have been worse. The Cubs 
didn’t expect to whip around this quickly. They didn’t 
see getting Bryant and have him be major league 
ready within a year. I doubt they thought Javier Baez 
would rocket through the system this quickly. No one 

could have seen Jeff Samardzija becoming the pitcher 
he did that would be worthy of getting Addison Russell 
in return for him. The emergence of Alcántara and 
Jake Arrieta and Kyle Hendricks and Pedro Strop and 
Hector Rondon and Neil Ramirez. Sure, you collect 
as many prospects as you can to lower the odds that 
enough of them will pan out to make your major league 
team worthwhile. But I don’t know that the Cubs saw 
this many this fast. Could it be that the luck that has 
dogged this franchise for pretty much its entire exis-
tence is finally changing? We won’t get our answers for 
a while, maybe not even this year, but it feels like it. 

Are we ready for this? I don’t know if I am. I have 
forgotten what having a contending Cubs team is like 
on my daily life (and I’m not 100% confident the Cubs 
will contend this season, but I think they definitely 
can). I was talking with my girlfriend shortly before 
she moved in this winter, and I warned her that she 
wasn’t ready to deal with me if the Cubs were good. 
She, being an avid hockey fan, thought that after going 

through multiple Hawks playoff runs 
with me would prepare her fully. “Oh 
honey, you don’t even know, “ was 
my response. 

Because even though baseball 
is everyday, the progress so 
incremental, and you have to be so 
patient, it’s remarkably hard to do 
so when your team is contending. 
You try not to get too up or too down 
with each game because there are 
so many of them you’ll dent your 
own skull. 

But it’s going to be hard this 
year. The things we’ve been waiting for, the team 
the Cubs could be, it’s right at our fingertips. It’s no 
longer reading boxscores and reports from Tennessee 
or Iowa. We’ve seen Baez’s power (in brief flashes, 
admittedly). We’ve seen Kris Bryant destroy spring 
training. We’ve seen Jorge Soler’s immense talent in 
the majors. We’ve seen Lester and Arrieta dominate 
hitters. We’ve seen Kyle Hendricks out-think them. 
We’ve seen that pen end games before they cut off 
beer sales in the stands. The team this can and will be. 
It’s no longer a blurry thing. 

We want to be there now. It’s always hard to wait 
for the end the closer you get to it. This won’t happen 
overnight. This team won’t look in April like it probably 
will in August. But we want that. I want it. I’m ready. It’s 
been too long. I’m so pumped that I had to throw on my 
powder blue throwback jersey to do final edits of this 
thing. I can’t fucking contain it. 

Play ball. 

From the Editor
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National League

American League

Top 10 Questions On Opening Night
10. When’s Bryant coming?
9. When will Bryant be here?
8. When will Bryant get called up?
7. How soon until Bryant’s a Cub?
6. There’s Anthony Rizzo! Think he knows when Bryant’s getting called up?
5. Look at that Jumbotron! When will Bryant be on it?
4. Mike Olt had a decent Spring. When does Bryant come up and take his job?
3. Jon Lester was a nice pickup. When will Bryant be here?
2. Man, Soler can hit. When will Bryant be in the lineup with him?
1. Joe Maddon’s over there! Ask him when Bryant’s getting called up!

FORKLIFT’S TOP 10 LIST

2015 MLB STANDINGS

EAST W L PCT GB HOME ROAD RS RA DIFF L10
Washington 0 0 .000 - 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0-0

Atlanta 0 0 .000 - 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0-0

Miami 0 0 .000 - 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0-0

NY Mets 0 0 .000 - 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0-0

Philadelphia 0 0 .000 - 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0-0

WEST W L PCT GB HOME ROAD RS RA DIFF L10
San Francisco 0 0 .000 - 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0-0

LA Dodgers 0 0 .000 - 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0-0

Colorado 0 0 .000 - 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0-0

San Diego 0 0 .000 - 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0-0

Arizona 0 0 .000 - 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0-0

CENTRAL W L PCT GB HOME ROAD RS RA DIFF L10
Milwaukee 0 0 .000 - 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0-0

St. Louis 0 0 .000 - 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0-0

Cincinnati 0 0 .000 - 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0-0

Pittsburgh 0 0 .000 - 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0-0

Cubs 0 0 .000 - 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0-0

EAST W L PCT GB HOME ROAD RS RA DIFF L10
Toronto 0 0 .000 - 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0-0

Baltimore 0 0 .000 - 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0-0

NY Yankees 0 0 .000 - 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0-0

Boston 0 0 .000 - 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0-0

Tampa Bay 0 0 .000 - 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0-0
CENTRAL W L PCT GB HOME ROAD RS RA DIFF L10

Detroit 0 0 .000 - 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0-0

Kansas City 0 0 .000 - 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0-0

Cleveland 0 0 .000 - 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0-0

Minnesota 0 0 .000 - 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0-0

White Sox 0 0 .000 - 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0-0
WEST W L PCT GB HOME ROAD RS RA DIFF L10

Oakland 0 0 .000 - 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0-0

LA Angels 0 0 .000 - 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0-0

Seattle 0 0 .000 - 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0-0

Texas 0 0 .000 - 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0-0

Houston 0 0 .000 - 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0-0

Look-a-Likes

This probably won’t make you 
want him called up less. 

FIRST PITCH

Kris Bryant Zac Efron



Stats Key: GS–Games Started, IP–Innings Pitched, K/9–Strikeouts per 
Nine Innings Pitched, BB/9–Walks Issues Per Nine Innings Pitched, K/BB–
Strikeouts To Walk Ratio, HR/9–Home Runs Surrendered Per Nine Innings 
Pitched, BABIP–Batting Average Against On Balls Put In Play, LOB%–Per-
centage Of Runners Left On Base, LD%–Percentage Of Line Drives Given 
Up On Contact, GB/FB–Ground-Ball To Fly-Ball Ratio, HR/FB–Home Run 
To Fly-Ball Ratio, WHIP–Walks+Hits Per Innings Pitched, ERA–Earned 
Run Average, FIP–Fielding Independent Pitching ERA, ERA–ERA adjusted 
for league and park and lower is better, 100 is average, WAR–Wins Above 
Replacement

Starting Rotation
#34 Jon Lester

2014
GS IP K/9 BB/9 K/BB HR/9 BABIP LOB%

32 219.2 9.01 1.97 4.58 0.66 .299 76.1 %

LD% GB/FB HR/FB WHIP ERA FIP ERA- WAR

20.6 % 1.14 7.2 % 1.10 2.46 2.80 63 6.1

There’s probably some who would want us to start with the contract. Well, fuck 
that noise. It’s not our money, it’s not your money, and considering what the Cubs’ 
revenue streams should look like in a couple years, the money won’t keep them 
from signing others. Aces cost what aces cost, and that’s what Lester is. 

Lester obviously picked the right time to have his career season, even if it did 
have a sour ending when A’s manager Bob Melvin went into vapor lock in the 8th 
inning of the coin-flip game. Lester struck out more hitters than he ever had, gave 
up less homers than ever (though pitching in Oakland for half the year vs. Fenway 
probably helped), walked less hitters than ever, and had his lowerst ERA and FIP of 
his career. 

Did Lester change anything? Sure did. Lester, like a lot pitchers these days, 
went to a cutter more often, throwing it about 30% of the time. That will save Chris 
Bosio the time of introducing it to him, as he’s had a habit of doing with Cubs pitch-
ers. Being able to bury cutters into the hands of righties saw their batting average 
against Lester drop 30 points last year. 

There are concerns, of course. Lester has thrown 200+ innings the last three 
years, and six out of the last seven. He’s 31. You worry that at some point it’s all 
going to catch up. This whole “dead arm” fiasco didn’t help. But last year he threw 
the most amount of innings he ever had at 30, so the idea that he’ll just fall off the 
table now seems a little far-fetched. There’s also a much softer landing in the NL 
than the AL. How many plus-offensive teams is he going to see more than once? 
The Cardinals... and... the Cardinals. Maybe the Pirates but they need a couple kids 
to come through. It’s all systems go here. 

#49 Jake Arrieta
2014

GS IP K/9 BB/9 K/BB HR/9 BABIP LOB%

25 156.2 9.59 2.36 4.07 0.29 .274 74.2 %

LD% GB/FB HR/FB WHIP ERA FIP ERA- WAR

22.3 % 1.73 4.5 % 0.99 2.53 2.26 68 4.9

We felt like we were going hoarse trying to get everyone nationally to notice how 

good Arrieta was last year. It feels like they’re starting to get it this spring. The only 
pitchers in the NL to put up a better WAR than Arrieta were Clayton Kershaw and 
Jordan Zimmerman. And that’s with missing the first month (though Kershaw did 
too). Arrieta threatened three no-hitters for fuck’s sake. 

Some of the differences in his stat-line from his previous years make you 
wonder about a bounce. He struck out 
one full hitter more per nine innings 
than he ever had. His walk-rate was 
less than half of any other season in 
the majors. In fact, it was 25% of his 
next lowest total. The lowest ERA 
he’d had by almost two full runs. A 
home-run rate that was a third of his 
previous three seasons. We can keep 
going. 

There are two sides to that 
argument, of course. Because you 

can easily say he just put it all together, and that wouldn’t be wrong. Much like 
Lester, Arrieta upped the use of a cutter/slider/no one’s sure what to call it by 20% 
last year. He could really vary it, both in terms of velocity and break which is why 
everyone was so confused as to whether it was a cutter or slider. it was both. But 
Arrieta was only able to harness that becuase he was throwing more strikes overall. 
Arrieta threw a first-pitch strike about 9% more with his fastball in 2014, a more with 
his cutter as well. Starting 0-1 is a big thing for Arrieta. 

Do we know Arrieta is going to repeat his 2014? No, we don’t. But there doesn’t 
appear to be a lot of luck here. His BABIP was a standard .279. So was his left-on-
base percentage. Sure, his home runs per fly-balls plummeted, but he also gave 
up way less fly-balls than he had before. Let’s be honest and say he’s going to give 
up more than five homers this season. But keeping his ground-ball rate at 50% will 
probably keep it from ballooning. As #2 starters go, you could do a fuckton worse. 

 

#39 Jason Hammel
2014

GS IP K/9 BB/9 K/BB HR/9 BABIP LOB%

29 176.1 8.06 2.25 3.59 1.17 .272 78.3 %

LD% GB/FB HR/FB WHIP ERA FIP ERA- WAR

21.8 % 1.03 12.0 % 1.12 3.47 3.92 93 1.7

He loved it so much here he had to come back! Normally that would make Cubs’ 
fans get weak in the knees, but we’re a more mature lot these days (at least we’d 
like to think so). 

Hammel’s 2014, which already looks pretty good, was skewed by an awful 
July in Oakland, where he had an ERA over 7.00. In no other month was it above 
3.45. Hammel’s another who put up some of his best numbers under Bosio, who 
must really have a lot of virgin’s blood on hand or something. He struck out the 
second-most hitters in his career, as well as his second-fewest number of walks. He 
had his lowest WHIP as well. 

We always get a little antsy about flyball pitchers in Wrigley, who are somewhat 
dependent on the air currents in the middle of the summer. But Wrigley really does 
have the wind blow in more than it blows out and isn’t quite the threat-level that a lot 
of people think it is. 

There are more luck-signs with Hammel. His BABIP dropped by 30 points below 
his career-rate, and you wouldn’t expect it to stay there. His left-on-base percentage 
was 8% above his career rate as well, and that can come down to sequencing more 
than anything Hammel is doing differently. 

Those flyballs will be less threatening if Hammel can keep his walk-rate down, 
because solo home runs aren’t a problem. He probably won’t strike out as many 
hitters as he did last year, so watch the walks. If they stay where they were in 2014, 
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he’ll be effective in 2015. If they go up, then you might need a helmet. 

#28 Kyle Hendricks
2014

GS IP K/9 BB/9 K/BB HR/9 BABIP LOB%

13 80.1 5.27 1.68 3.13 0.45 .271 78.5 %

LD% GB/FB HR/FB WHIP ERA FIP ERA- WAR

19.4 % 1.46 4.9 % 1.08 2.46 3.32 66 1.5

Oh, Kyle. How we waited and waited. 
In his first start in Cincinnati, he got seri-
ously attacked by the BABIP Dragon in his 
first inning, and we panicked that this was 
how it was going to be for him throughout 
the year and career. Just didn’t miss 
enough bats, and was going to pay for that 
down the line was the constant refrain. 

Yeah, about that…
Hendricks went on to basically dazzle 

throughout the rest of the year. And he did it with a big throbbing brain. After that 
first start at The Great American Ballpark where he gave up four runs, he only gave 
up more than three once in any start. He saw St. Louis three times, and only gave 
up six runs total to them in 17 innings. He saw the Brewers twice and gave up two 
runs in 12 innings, so it’s not like he had some gimmick that teams caught onto last 
year. 

The one stat that jumps out is that Hendricks was able to keep his line-drive rate 
against below 20%. So even though he doesn’t break 90MPH on his fastball and 
has to basically pull out the whole Barnum and Bailey act to keep hitters off-bal-
ance, hitters just couldn’t square him up. For comparison’s sake, Chris Sale’s LD% 
was 18.4, and he’s one of the harder pitchers to make contact on at all. Over a full 
season Hendricks’s LD% would have landed him in the top 25 in all of baseball 
among starters. 

Still, you can’t be totally convinced that Hendricks can keep it up until he 
actually does. He’s been working on a curve in the spring, which will help add to the 
repertoire to go with his plus-change. Watch for him to incorporate a cutter more 
often as well, because hitters are going to find that 89MPH fastball if he has throw 
that too often. Still, Hendricks was smart enough to almost never throw his four-
seam inside because he just doesn’t have the heat to get it in on them. 

Hendricks’s numbers have gotten better as he’s progressed through the organi-
zation. They can’t get better than they were last year, but his brain should keep him 
from getting paddled too hard. We hope. Basically, he’s the anti-Rich Hill. 

#37 Travis Wood
2014

GS IP K/9 BB/9 K/BB HR/9 BABIP LOB%

31 173.2 7.57 3.94 1.92 1.04 .320 66.5 %

LD% GB/FB HR/FB WHIP ERA FIP ERA- WAR

23.2 % 0.81 8.8 % 1.53 5.03 4.38 135 1.0

If you’re reading this, it means Travis “Cooter” Wood hasn’t been traded and 
you don’t have to watch Edwin Jackson every fifth day come in and redefine chaos 
through Dadaism. And that would be a good thing. 

Wood clearly took a step back last season, and the major reason for that is he 

just walked more guys. Wood saw his walks-per-nine jump by a full batter last year. 
That’s not going to help for a guy who doesn’t strike out 
that many guys, though he had the highest K-rate of 
his career. 

Wood was also bitten by some back luck. His 
left-on-base percentage dropped by 11% from 2013, 
and 5% below his career rate. Again, sometimes the 
bunching of hits is just down to luck. And when there 
were people loitering on the bases, hitters slugged 100 
points higher against Wood in 2014 than they did in 
2013. That’s going to lead to a lot of dirt being kicked 
up behind the heels of runners. 

Wood has made a point in spring of just beating the 
strike zone with every pitch, but there’s a balance there. Throwing more strikes is 
a great idea, but Wood doesn’t really have the stuff to be in the middle of the plate 
much without creating nuclear waste between the mound and plate. 

Wood dropped the amount he used either a cutter or a slider last year, so look 
for him to try and go back to those a little more after using his four-seam to get 
ahead. Wood is properly slotted as a 5th starter now, instead of the #2 or #3 he’s 
been behind Samardzija the previous two. If he lines up against other rotation-pro-
letariat, he really only should have to keep them under four runs. He’s more than 
capable of that. 

#36 Edwin Jackson
2014

GS IP K/9 BB/9 K/BB HR/9 BABIP LOB%

27 140.2 7.87 4.03 1.95 1.15 .352 61.8 %

LD% GB/FB HR/FB WHIP ERA FIP ERA- WAR

25.8 % 1.13 11.9 % 1.64 6.33 4.45 170 0.5

Put your sunglasses on before reading those numbers. We’re listing Jackson 
here because if Wood gets traded or there are any injuries, he’s likely to be #6 
on the depth chart. Tsuyoshi Wada and Jacob Turner are probably more like May 
candidates. If anything happens in April, it’s going to be E-Jax and schoolchildren in 
the Lakeview area will be hiding under their desks.

It’s not like the problems are secrets. Jackson doesn’t have any off-speed pitch-
es and he can’t locate either his fastball or slider well enough to get by on those 
alone. In fact, his velocity is starting to erode as well, making his pitches all the 
more neon-signed. From a high of 94.5 MPH, last year Jackson’s fastball averaged 
only 92.7. It’s not a good combo. 

We still think Jackson would have the best hope of being effective as a late-in-
ning reliever, where you don’t need a curve or change and he could blow it out for 
15-20 pitches three times a week. Maybe the greater focus would help his control 
even. But this has been the one egg Chris Bosio hasn’t been able to crack, and 
there’s really no reason to believe he will now. If Wada and/or Turner get healthy 
and look like they’re likely to keep inhaling oxygen, they’ll pass Jackson on the 
depth chart you’d have to believe. 
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#18 Tsuyoshi Wada
2014

GS IP K/9 BB/9 K/BB HR/9 BABIP LOB%

13 69.1 7.40 2.47 3.00 0.91 .296 77.0 %

LD% GB/FB HR/FB WHIP ERA FIP ERA- WAR

22.8 % 0.87 8.2 % 1.24 3.25 3.75 87 0.9

We’ll list Wada as well, as he might get the call in case of any injury or trade 
ahead of Jackson (or in case of suck-fest, provided by Jackson). We don’t know 
how Wada gets anyone out. He doesn’t throw hard. His breaking stuff isn’t cracking. 
He didn’t give up an abnormal amount of ground-balls. He doesn’t even have a 
cool. Japanese hesitation delivery. But he did. We don’t think it will continue, and 
you wouldn’t want to depend on him for more than a handful of starts. Maybe he 
could be a LOOGY down the road, as he held lefties to a .177 average. But clearly 
is only in the “Break Glass In Case Of…” category. 

Bullpen
#27 Phil Coke

2014
G IP K/9 BB/9 K/BB HR/9 BABIP LOB%

62 58.0 6.36 3.10 2.05 0.78 .339 75.0 %

LD% GB/FB HR/FB WHIP ERA FIP ERA- WAR

21.2 % 2.39 11.4 % 1.53 3.88 3.98 100 -0.1

We suppose if you just go under the idea that everything in the Tigers’ bullpen 
eventually turns foul-smelling just because it’s Detroit and that’s what happens 
there, you’ll have some hope for Coke. We are not so optimistic. 

Coke hasn’t been good… well, ever. He’s never struck out a lot of guys, he’s 
walked far too many, and his stuff really isn’t all that impressive. He throws hard for 
a lefty, which is nice, but that’s about it. 

However, if the Cubs restrict him to strictly LOOGY duty, they might get away 
with it. The Tigers needed him to face everyone, be a set-up guy, or even a closer, 
because everyone else in their pen turned odd colors in the sun. He actually is 
pretty effective against left handed hitters, but sucks out loud to righties. We still 
think Zac Rosscup will eventually be the better option, but if Coke is used sparingly 
and correctly then at least we won’t get whiplash from ducking behind our couch 
when he comes in from the pen.

#52 Justin Grimm
2014

G IP K/9 BB/9 K/BB HR/9 BABIP LOB%

73 69.0 9.13 3.52 2.59 0.52 .294 68.7 %

LD% GB/FB HR/FB WHIP ERA FIP ERA- WAR

15.8 % 1.42 6.1 % 1.25 3.78 3.20 101 0.6

We were actually a little surprised that the 
idea of stretching out Grimm to a starter wasn’t 
even considered this winter. Grimm wants to 
do it, was brought up as a starter, and has the 
multiple pitches to be effective. Perhaps the 
Cubs were just more interested in sure things 

in the rotation, knowing that they were going after Lester and another veteran, 
which ended up Hammel, and they weren’t sure they could off-load Wood or Jack-
son. So there just wasn’t a clear spot for Grimm in the rotation, and he certainly has 
value in the pen. 

When you focus on Grimm’s second-half stats only, they border on obscene. He 
only walked six guys unintentionally in 29 innings. He struck out 29 in 27.2 innings. 
Hitters only hit .200 against him. His FIP was 1.90. As Disco Stu would say, “If these 
trends continue… HEEEEYYYYY!”

The most interesting thing about Grimm this year is how Maddon will use him. 
There’s potential here for more than just a 6th inning guy, though he could step 
in for any of Ramirez, Strop, or Rondon if they should fall. Maddon might look at 
Grimm as someone who can give him multiple innings on a lot of occasions. He 
might end up the long-guy. He might end up all of these. 

Because Grimm has the best stuff out of the pen. While the other three come 
out throwing angry smoke, Grimm can do that but also have a curve and a change. 
He can see batters multiple times if you needed that. He’d be a real neat toy in the 
playoffs that’s for sure. However, Grimm only has the one season of true domi-
nance at this level, and that’s not enough of a sample size to take it as a given. It’s 
just that all the signs are promising. 

#30 Jason Motte
2014

G IP K/9 BB/9 K/BB HR/9 BABIP LOB%

29 25.0 6.12 3.24 1.89 2.52 .286 85.1 %

LD% GB/FB HR/FB WHIP ERA FIP ERA- WAR

21.4 % 0.89 20.0 % 1.52 4.68 6.49 130 -0.6

We hate Jason Motte. We’re never not going to hate him. We don’t care that 
he’s a Cub now. He still has Cardinal stink on him. He still has that big dumb 
beard that he thinks proves how much he cares about the game. He doesn’t throw 
anything but a fastball, and he doesn’t even throw it that hard anymore. Sure, he’s 
another year removed from elbow surgery and his velocity could go up from the 
thoroughly underwhelming average of 93 MPH it was last year (his career average 
is around 96). Maybe he’ll develop a cutter. But considering the Cubs already have 
four fireballing righties in the pen and probably more on the way, we don’t know 
what he’s doing here. He’ll answer a lot of questions about bringing a “winning 
attitude” from St. Louis, as if he wasn’t too busy trying to light his own farts while 
Wainwright and Yadier weren’t having some tickle fight in the other corner of the 
clubhouse. Considering Motte’s previous success against left-handed hitters (they 
hit .177 against him last year and not any more in previous seasons), Maddon’s 
creativity, and the Cubs having no official LOOGY, Motte could be used as that 
strangely. Don’t discount it. 

 Just stay under our radar, Jason. 
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#54 Neil Ramirez
2014

G IP K/9 BB/9 K/BB HR/9 BABIP LOB%

50 43.2 10.92 3.50 3.12 0.41 .262 81.9 %

LD% GB/FB HR/FB WHIP ERA FIP ERA- WAR

24.0 % 0.52 3.8 % 1.05 1.44 2.61 39 0.8

It was hard not to get too excited about Ramirez’s explosion on the scene last 
season. He was something of a throw-in in the Matt Garza trade, and then he came 
out of nowhere in the Cubs pen throwing missiles along with a slider that he could 
take enough off of to basically make a curve. His strikeout-rate was among the best 
in the NL for most of the season. Hitters hardly ever made contact. He struck out 
30% of all the hitters he saw. The 7th inning became a Mad Max-style wasteland for 
opposing hitters. 

So we all wrote him in for the same role this season, with the potential to move 
later into games if Strop or Rondon aren’t as effective. There have been some 
warning signs this spring. He wasn’t throwing as hard in Mesa, and had some rocky 
outings. But then, it’s only spring. It was only his first season as a reliever, being a 
starter in the Rangers’ system. So it could be an anomaly. Still, the stuff seems far 
too good to be gasoline. 

#56 Hector Rondon
2014

G IP K/9 BB/9 K/BB HR/9 BABIP LOB%

64 63.1 8.95 2.13 4.20 0.28 .286 71.7 %

LD% GB/FB HR/FB WHIP ERA FIP ERA- WAR

23.2 % 1.78 4.1 % 1.06 2.42 2.26 65 1.6

No player probably gives the Cubs’ front office more satisfaction than Rondon. 
It’s one thing to draft some kid highly in the first or second round and watch him 
prove worth the pedigree. It must be quite another to see a diamond in the rough in 
the Rule 5 draft, stay patient through an entire regular season while he struggles, 
and then watch it suddenly click and the player become a monster. That’s what 
Rondon did. There were signs in the last month of 2013 when Rondon started 
mystifying hitters. It continued for all of 2014. 

Rondon was the seventh-best reliever in 2014 in the NL in terms of WAR. He 
didn’t strike out as many hitters as Ramirez or Strop, but he walked significantly 
fewer than them and that’s what you want out of a closer. It’s that control that 
makes you think he’s likely to keep it going through this season.

Rondon also saw success because his velocity jumped from 2013 as he got 
another year removed from his arm troubles. Those are always in the back of your 
mind, as last season was the most innings Rondon had thrown at any level since 
2009. There are questions about the Cubs’ pen, but Rondon has to be far down any 
list of them. 

Still, we worry a little because he violates our rule about great closers. They 
have to be either weird-looking or straight-up ugly. He’s neither. Can someone give 
him a scar on his face or something?

#63 Brian Schlitter
2014

G IP K/9 BB/9 K/BB HR/9 BABIP LOB%

61 56.1 4.95 3.04 1.63 0.32 .298 65.6 %

LD% GB/FB HR/FB WHIP ERA FIP ERA- WAR

20.9 % 3.11 5.7 % 1.37 4.15 3.61 111 0.3

Worth it just because we can keep saying, “The 
Cubs go to the Schlitter.”

Schlitter has one obvious appeal, his splitter causes 
a ton of ground-balls. So when the starter gets in a jam 
in the 6th and Maddon doesn’t want to let him get him-
self out of it, Schlitter is the best bet to get a double-play 
grounder (that the Cubs’ defense might bone, but that 
won’t be his fault). 

Schlitter doesn’t have too much other appeal, other 
than making others feel good about their grooming 
and odor. He doesn’t strike out a ton of hitters, those 
grounders sometimes find holes, and he doesn’t have 

the stuff to make you think either of those things are going to change. Schlitter was 
also absolutely mauled for the portion of the 2nd half of the season he was healthy 
for last year. Either that was due to his health or the league figured him out. Let’s 
just say you don’t want to have to count on him while also appreciating what he can 
do. If he can do it. 

#46 Pedro Strop
2014

G IP K/9 BB/9 K/BB HR/9 BABIP LOB%

65 61.0 10.48 3.69 2.84 0.30 .268 75.5 %

LD% GB/FB HR/FB WHIP ERA FIP ERA- WAR

24.3 % 2.66 6.9 % 1.07 2.21 2.66 59 1.1

You worry about relievers who have been up and down, especially after they 
were up the previous season. So we were worried about Strop after his form 
rebounded following his trade to the Cubs in 2013. It seemed like 2014 was a prime 
candidate for the bottom of the swing. 

It wasn’t. Strop’s 2014 numbers look a lot like his 2013 ones, though he saw 
an improved ground-ball rate which is most certainly welcome. He still walks a tad 
too many guys for a late inning reliever but has the stuff to get himself out of those 
jams (while causing Marmol flashbacks for all the fans which we most certainly 
don’t need). He keeps the ball in the ballpark, giving up 0.3 homers per nine innings 
pitched. Contact is hard enough against Strop. He could take Rondon’s spot if he 
can’t be as effective. He’s got dynamite stuff. In fact, the Cubs could become Roy-
als East with their amount of late-inning firepower. But bullpens can bullpen on you 
and just become suck-time for no reason at all. We don’t think it will, but baseball is 
weird and relief pitching is its weirdest part. 
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Stats Key: GS–Games Started, PA–Plate Appearances, H–Hits, HR–
Home Runs, RBI–Runs Batted In, AVG–Batting Average, SB–Stolen 
Bases, BB%–Base-On-Balls Percentage, K%–Strikeout Percentage, 
OBP–On-Base Percentage, SLG–Slugging Percentage, OPS–On-Base 
Plus Slugging, ISO–Isolated Power (slugging percentage minus batting 
average), BABIP–Batting Average On Balls Put In Play (home runs not 
included), LD%–Line-Drive Percentage, wOBA–Weighted On-Base Per-
centage (about .320 is average), WAR–Wins Above Replacement

Catchers
#5 Welington Castillo

2014
PA H HR RBI AVG SB BB% K%

417 90 13 46 .237 0 6.2 % 24.5 %

OBP SLG OPS ISO BABIP LD% wOBA WAR

.296 .389 .686 .153 .288 18.9 % .306 2.4

We write this knowing full well 
that we may have to erase it be-
fore the season starts. The Cubs 
claim that they really are comfort-
able carrying three catchers, but 
we won’t believe it until we see it. 

Beef can feel a little hard done 
by. Because it seemed like a 
platoon of him and Montero would 
have been perfect. He crushed 
lefties last year to the tune of a 
.505 slugging-percentage. His 

defense has improved every year, 
to the point where he was one of 

the better stolen base preventers around (non-Yadier division). While his overall 
offensive production was down from the year before, he still provided a fair share of 
pop from behind the plate. 

But there are two factors against him: he’s not the preferred catcher of the 
pitcher at which the Cubs just threw the entire DDP of Belize; and, he’s a terrible 
pitch-framer. The latter is unfair in itself, as it’s based on the inability of umpires 
to do their jobs correctly. But you live in the world in which you live, not the one in 
which you dream. And Beef is one of the worst framers in the game, while Miguel 
Montero and David Ross are some of the best. It’s been shown that skill saves a lot 
of runs over time. 

Eventually, Castillo is going to go, unless one of the other two gets seriously 
hurt. Castillo has value, and the Cubs are going to want to cash in on that when 
their price is met. At worst, Beef provides a team a solid defensive catcher—in at 
least blocking pitches and cutting down runners—with the ability to provide some of-
fense especially if he mostly sees only southpaws. The other thing working against 
Welly is that he’s 28, and so you have to wonder just how much better he’s going to 
get. The answer is not much. Castillo’s numbers, other than his raw power, all slid 
back from his somewhat-breakout 2013. A .296 OBP just isn’t worth hanging on to. 
And with Kyle Schwarber on his way, it’s probably best to cash in now. 

#47 Miguel Montero
2014

PA H HR RBI AVG SB BB% K%

560 119 13 72 .243 0 10.0 % 17.3 %

OBP SLG OPS ISO BABIP LD% wOBA WAR

.329 .370 .699 .127 .275 20.8 % .307 1.2

It’s a little underplayed what kind of a risk this acquisition was. Because the past 
two seasons Montero has been pretty woeful, on an admittedly woeful D-backs 
team. There are some things he does at the plate better than Castillo by simply 
walking in the door. He walks more and he strikes out less. There was a time when 
he had more power as well, but we haven’t seen that in a couple years and it’s 
unlikely he’s going to rediscover that power at 32, which in catcher-years might as 
well be 78. 

If you want to be encouraged, and in April you most certainly do, his numbers 
did bounce back from an injury-ravaged 2013 last season. Perhaps another season 
removed from those problems will see a slight increase in his production, which 
would make him a very useful hitter indeed. 

But Montero’s real value is what he does behind the plate instead of at it. While 
he may not cut down the number of runners that Castillo did, the Cubs are going 
from one of the worst pitch-framers last year to the very best. According to those 
who track this (we went with StatsCorner.com), Montero saved his team 24 runs 
over the season with just his framing. Castillo cost the Cubs 24. An improvement 
of 48 runs in a season could mean more than just a win or two. It could be the 
difference between a tame September to a very amped up one. We certainly can’t 
argue with that logic. 

#3 David Ross
2014

PA H HR RBI AVG SB BB% K%

171 28 7 15 .184 0 9.4 % 33.9 %

OBP SLG OPS ISO BABIP LD% wOBA WAR

.260 .368 .629 .184 .239 21.3 % .278 0.3

See above, but more exaggerated. Ross is among the best framers in the 
league. He saved 10 runs but did it in about a third of the sample size that Montero 
had. Ross is basically here to catch Lester and maybe teach Arrieta and Hendricks 
some things, and that’s fine. He certainly isn’t going to let anyone down on the 
defensive side of the game. 

But don’t expect anything offensively. There was a time when Ross was a 
productive hitter. It was 2010 when he hit .289 and slugged .479 as the backup 
in Atlanta. Since then his offensive numbers have slid down like a drunk on skis 
every year, to a giant sucking sound .184 batting average last year. Having three 
catchers, if that’s the way it goes, will allow Joe Maddon to pinch-hit for him in big 
situations, but that’s not something that’s going to be available all season. He’ll do 
what he does, but it’s only when he’s got the tools of ignorance on that you’ll think 
it matters. Whatever you did to make yourself feel better during Gabor Paul Bako 
at-bats, bring that back again when Ross is hitting.   
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Infield
#44 Anthony Rizzo - 1st Base

2014
PA H HR RBI AVG SB BB% K%

616 150 32 78 .286 5 11.9 % 18.8 %

OBP SLG OPS ISO BABIP LD% wOBA WAR

.386 .527 .913 .240 .311 22.1 % .397 5.6

We could probably just 
write about the time Rizz 
challenged the entire Reds’ 
dugout to a fight (a fight he 
certainly would have won) 
and just left it there. Clearly, 
that was the moment that 
solidified this as Rizzo’s 
team in most fans’ minds. 
Because if it didn’t, he might 
fight you too. 

Hey remember that time 
some people were slightly 

worried about Rizzo? Namely 2013? We suspected that while Rizzo struggled with 
pitches on his hands in ‘13, mostly his disappointing numbers were down to some 
rotten luck. Well, in 2014 his BABIP rebounded 53 points. His batting average 
consequently went up 53 points. Hmmm. His on-base percentage went up 63 
points. Hmmm. There was an up-tick in the amount of line-drives he hit, which saw 
his slugging jump 108 points. 

There was a change in approach, of course. Those pitches off the plate on his 
hands? In 2013 Rizzo swung at 54% of them. He hit .133 when he did. In 2014 
he swung at half as many of those pitches, cutting out the offerings with which he 
couldn’t do anything 

Rizzo was in the top ten in ISO in all of MLB, meaning he is one of the best 
pure power hitters around. And now this year, if you believe in such a thing, he’ll 
get some protection behind him, be it Soler or Bryant or both. Teams can’t just walk 
Rizzo, which he’ll happily take. 

Rizzo could see a slight regression in his BABIP, which has swung from .310 to 
.258 in ‘13 and back again last year. If it settles lower than that his numbers might 
come down a bit. But he’ll still be an MVP candidate for years to come if the Cubs 
are good. The Cubs will be good. So will Rizzo. It’s funny that with the raft of pros-
pects coming to the team now Rizzo has gotten a little lost. He shouldn’t because 
he’s still the best one. And if you don’t think so, he’ll kick your ass. 

#7 Arismendy Alcántara - Everywhere
2014

PA H HR RBI AVG SB BB% K%

300 57 10 29 .205 8 5.7 % 31.0 %

OBP SLG OPS ISO BABIP LD% wOBA WAR

.254 .367 .621 .162 .266 12.0 % .275 0.4

We’ll list Mendy as an infielder, but he’s going to play everywhere on the field it 
would seem. Joe Maddon hasn’t made any secret at his desire to use Alcántara’s 
flexibility to the max, something of a Zobrist-North (or East with Ben Zobrist in 
Oakland now). It certainly allows the Cubs to do a lot of things game to game and 

in-game, so we’re all for it.
Alcántara’s numbers were on the ugly side last year, but he showed promise. 

Most of all, it was the surprising pop he had for such a little guy. His easy and wrist-
heavy swing produced 10 homers in barely half 
a season. That .162 ISO would have been third 
among MLB 2nd basemen, if that’s where he 
sticks. It would be top ten among centerfielders, 
where he spent a majority of his time. So it’s 
pretty tantalizing. 

What didn’t translate from Iowa to Clark St. 
for Mendy was his plate discipline. His k-rate 
in Des Moines was 22.7%, and that ballooned 
to 31% in the majors. This obviously killed his 
on-base skills, which he had shown at every 
level in the minors. He’s hardly the first player to find that jump tricky. Worse yet, 
Alcántara’s numbers dipped each month from July to August to September, which 
doesn’t hint at someone who was figuring it out as he went along. 

So that’s the big question for Mendy. There’s no question he can field four or 
five positions if needed. He’s got the pop. But the pop won’t mean anything if he 
can’t navigate the major league strikezone, which he didn’t last year. He looked 
better in Mesa, but as we know spring training stats mean fuck and all. 

#9 Javier Baez - 2nd Base
2014

PA H HR RBI AVG SB BB% K%

229 36 9 20 .169 5 6.6 % 41.5 %

OBP SLG OPS ISO BABIP LD% wOBA WAR

.227 .324 .551 .155 .248 13.7 % .248 -0.9

We tried to dress it up, but 
there’s just no hiding that 41% 
k-rate. We’re listing Baez here, 
even though he’ll start the year 
in Iowa and depending on Alcán-
tara’s, La Stella’s, and Addison 
Russell’s fortunes, he may not 
get out of there. We still think 
we’ll see him at some point.

It would appear Baez has 
gone dizzy with the amount of 
changes to his swing he’s being 
asked to make. Which seems a 
little strange, because the Cubs 
made it clear last year they were just going to let him do his thing as he’d done at 
every level. He’d struggle, and then he’d adjust. Maybe they got spooked by the 
ugly numbers that they didn’t feel they could let him adjust on his own. What they’ve 
got now is at best a player in transition and at worst one who is completely lost. 

Baez is never going to hit for a high average, he’s just too boom or bust. Even 
his best OBP in the minors was .345. But that’s more than acceptable if you’re tear-
ing holes in the time-space continuum when you make contact. Baez hasn’t looked 
like doing that yet, but giving up on 22-year olds with this bat-speed isn’t generally 
thought of as smart. 

What’s most discouraging is that Baez could get beat by mediocre fastballs, as 
long as they were within the stadium. Breaking balls were a complete mystery, and 
Baez basically just had to wait for a mistake to do anything. Still, you have to feel at 
some point it’s all going to click. 

It just might not be here. Russell has looked like he’s going to be ready this 
season, and if he were still in Oakland he’d almost certainly be their Opening Day 
shortstop. Alcántara is going to take some ABs from the infield. Starlin Castro isn’t 
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going anywhere. Is there even room for Baez if he doesn’t hit the ground running, 
either in Chicago or Iowa? You have to wonder. 

#13 Starlin Castro - Shortstop
2014

PA H HR RBI AVG SB BB% K%

569 154 14 65 .292 4 6.2 % 17.6 %

OBP SLG OPS ISO BABIP LD% wOBA WAR

.339 .438 .777 .146 .337 22.3 % .341 2.7

It’s a pity that Starlin didn’t get to finish last year, because out from under the 
Dale Sveum stone of shame he was having his best season in the majors. Starlin 
walked more than he ever had. He showed more pop than he ever had. He was 
more steady in the field than he ever had been. He struck out less. He went from 
just making contact all the time to making sound contact most of the time, which 
is preferable. He bounced back from being questioned for the very first time in his 
career. 

Castro at this point in basically metronomical. He’s going to hit at least .285, run 
at 200 hits, and hit somewhere between 12-16 homers with a chance for more. He’ll 
continue to improve in the field. 

The only question with Castro is will he happily move for Russell, if that comes 
up? He says he will, and Russell is clearly the better defensive shortstop. But say-
ing it and doing it are two different things, and Castro is still a leader next to Rizzo, 
despite his proximity to gunplay in the DR. He doesn’t seem like the type to raise a 
bitch, but we’ll see.

When you bottom line Castro, he’s going ot pass 1,000 hits this season. He’s 
25. How many of those are lying around?

#11 Tommy La Stella - 2nd/3rd Base
2014

PA H HR RBI AVG SB BB% K%

360 80 1 31 .251 2 10.0 % 11.1 %

OBP SLG OPS ISO BABIP LD% wOBA WAR

.328 .317 .644 .066 .283 22.9 % .292 -0.1

It’s clear why La Stella was acquired. The Cubs thought they needed more guys 
who get on base regularly. In his three full seasons in the Braves’ minors, La Stella 
put up a .380+ OBP, so that skill is there. It didn’t translate to Atlanta last year, 
where his strikeouts mushroomed and his walks went down. But as we documented 
with Alcántara, the adjustment from the minor league strikezone to the major league 
one is not a small one. Just like Alcántara, La Stella got worse as the season went 
along which doesn’t exactly thrill about his ability to adjust. And again, his spring 
numbers are good this year but what does that mean?

La Stella doesn’t come with any of the power that Alcántara has, and he’s not 
particularly quick. Getting on base just for the sake of it is nice, but doesn’t translate 
as to that effective if you can’t occasionally sprinkle in a double or six. He’s a flexi-
ble piece they like, but we see him struggling for any ABs if Alcántara proves to be 
what he’s flashed, and when Bryant, Baez, Russell are all up or some combination 
thereof. A smarter Emilio Bonifacio with none of the speed? That seems to be the 
max.

#20 Mike Olt - 3rd/1st Base
2014

PA H HR RBI AVG SB BB% K%

258 36 12 33 .160 0 9.7 % 38.8 %

OBP SLG OPS ISO BABIP LD% wOBA WAR

.248 .356 .604 .196 .203 12.3 % .270 -0.6

Hey, Javy Baez, Mike Olt was striking out all the time while popping off for the 
occasional homer before it was cool! 

Still, when looking at Olt we like to focus on 
what he produced when he was called back up 
at the end of the season. It was only 38 ABs in 
September, so you can’t reach any concrete 
conclusions, but in those he hit .263 with an OBP 
of .370. He was probably too concentrated on 
not striking out because he didn’t homer in that 
stretch, but we know the power is there. 

Olt could be anything. He could be the same 
disaster he was to start last year. Or he could 
shift Bryant to left field and Baez out of town. Or 
anything in between. Maybe Olt just needed more 
time between the present and his physical prob-
lems of ‘13, where he basically couldn’t see. This 
is still the guy who put up 28 homers in 95 games in Double-A, which compares 
favorably with what Bryant did  at that level last year. 

Olt’s going to strike out a lot, which a lot of Cubs hitters will. He’s got to keep 
his walk-rate about 12% to make that okay and still show the power that we know 
is there. Going for Olt is that all of the candidates to play 3rd for the Cubs, he’s the 
best one defensively. The potential for 25 homers is there. A very interesting watch 
to start the season, just as he was last season. 

Outfield
Kris Bryant

We’re going to list Bryant, because he’s going to be up in a matter of weeks, 
and we’re going to list him as an outfielder because that’s where we think he’s going 
to settle. Bryant is an athlete for sure, but doesn’t quite have the reflexes for third. 
His first step just isn’t quick enough. He’s a bit of a plodder. You can play him there, 
but you’d have some pissed off pitchers 
at the grounders he misses. Then again, 
they’d probably be happy with the support 
in runs he would provide at the plate. 

While the Cubs are trying to caution ev-
eryone, and they have Baez and Alcántara 
as cautionary tales as how a prospect can 
struggle when first in the majors, Kris Bry-
ant is not Javy Baez or Arismendy Alcán-
tara. Bryant is going to hit. Are there going 
to be rough spots? For sure. He’ll have his 
share of 1-for-20s or whatever. But they’re 
going to be countered by streaks of utter 
dominance. There are going to be a lot of 
loud noises echoing out of Wrigley thanks 
to Bryant for a very long time.

Because Bryant doesn’t come with the problems that Baez has. Whereas 
Baez’s swing, or Soler’s, comes with a high level of violence and fury, Bryant’s is 
controlled destruction. Baez is a bomb thrower. Bryant is the planned implosion of a 
Vegas hotel. Bryant is always balanced, which helps him with his pitch recognition 
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and discipline. He can simply wait longer than Baez can to make his choice and 
attack. Hence, he’s going to walk a ton more, which will make you not care about 
the strikeouts at all. 

Looking around, it’s hard to find a player who tore through the minors the way 
Bryant did and then didn’t do the same in the majors. Evan Longoria hit .270 in his 
rookie year with 27 home runs while striking out a quarter of the time, as Bryant will 
be around. Jason Heyward hit .270 in his rookie year, with a .849 OPS while striking 
out 20% of the time. Bryce Harper also hit .270. You’d happily settle for any of that. 
Bryant comes with more power than any of them. Expecting him to hit .270 with 
25-30 homers… that’s right in the pocket. You won’t have to wait long. And it’s going 
to be worth it. 

 #8 Chris Coghlan - Leftfield
2014

PA H HR RBI AVG SB BB% K%

432 109 9 41 .283 7 9.0 % 18.8 %

OBP SLG OPS ISO BABIP LD% wOBA WAR

.352 .452 .804 .169 .337 25.6 % .353 2.3

The retention of Coghlan, and the signing of his platoon-partner Chris Denorfia, 
were probably done with the hope that Bryant will stick at 3rd. He might, but we 
doubt it, and what Mike Olt does to start the season could influence how much 
either of these two actually get to play. Also, Alcántara could see some time in left 
as well. 

That might be a little unfair to Coghlan, who was able to bounce back to his 
rookie year form thanks to actually being healthy for once. He was one of the few 
Cubs who could take a walk and make a decent amount of contact, though without 
that much power. Still, his 28 doubles in just 432 PAs is hardly laughable, and if he 
gets extended playing time with Bryant at 3rd and can stay healthy, you know where 
the floor is with him.

That said, if Bryant were to replace him the Cubs wouldn’t lose anything defen-
sively, as Coghlan plays left like he’s being attacked by bees. Hence he can’t play 
center, he doesn’t have the speed if he even had the hands, and he doesn’t have 
the arm for right. And defense is something the Cubs are a little short on all over 
the diamond. In which case he probably becomes trade-bait, but while he’s a useful 
player one would have to question how much value he has. A nice bench player 
when injury strikes seems to be the long-term outcome for him.  

 #15 Chris Denorfia - Left/Right Field
2014

PA H HR RBI AVG SB BB% K%

268 60 1 16 .242 8 6.7 % 19.0 %

OBP SLG OPS ISO BABIP LD% wOBA WAR

.293 .319 .612 .077 .301 19.4 % .276 0.6

Again, Denorfia was signed to platoon with Coghlan if Bryant stuck at 3rd, and 
we just don’t see that happening. Denorfia can also play right if needed, in case 
Soler’s legs go all graham cracker again. Denorfia didn’t hit well against anyone 
last season, but the one before that did manage nine homers in 2013 in 190 ABs 
against lefties. So that’s nice. Denorfia is a nice player, and will probably hit for a 
little more power now that he’s not plying his trade in Petco Park which requires 
mortar shells to hit homers out of. But it’s hard to see where his ABs come from. 
He’s not a lefty alternative to Soler, which Coghlan barely is. He probably can’t play 
center anymore, and Dexter Fowler switch-hits anyway. Once Bryant is up, he’s 
going to get familiar with the dugout we think. 

#24 Dexter Fowler - Center Field
2014

PA H HR RBI AVG SB BB% K%

505 120 8 35 .276 11 13.1 % 21.4 %

OBP SLG OPS ISO BABIP LD% wOBA WAR

.375 .399 .774 .122 .351 21.4 % .347 1.4

It took us a while to accept the Fowler trade, simply because we loved Luis Val-
buena so much (sky point). But as a follower on Twitter pointed out, all we have to 
think of is Brad Pitt as Billy Beane sitting in his room with his scouts and repeating, 
“HE GETS ON BASE.” And in a lineup that struggled to do that for years, that is 
certainly needed. 

In the past four years, Fowler’s OBP has never been below .363. He’s walked 
no less than 12% of the time. At the top of the lineup, that’s worth having. He can 
also swipe some bases, which the Cubs have been unable to do for a very long 
time. He at least can get 1st-to-3rd on a single, something the Cubs also haven’t 
been able to do in a while. How much power he’ll provide is a guess, because 
his double-digit homer seasons came in the cheat code Coors Field, and Wrigley 
doesn’t always play like that. Fowler only put up 18, 18, and 21 doubles the past 
three years, so he may just be a singles hitter. But he’s also had injury issues the 
past two years, so that could be a result of that. 

The biggest question we have about Fowler is his defense. He’s been rated 
a woeful defensive centerfielder. That has been countered by the argument that 
he was playing giant spaces in Coors Field and Minute Maid Park, as well as the 
other giant outfields of the West Coast, which is true. He won’t have that problem in 
Wrigley, and the other outfields in the division aren’t that big either except for maybe 
Pittsburgh. But we’re still curious, because the Cubs are going to have defensive 
questions in the other outfield spots. 

Fowler is only signed for this year, so the Cubs aren’t beholden to him if Alcán-
tara proves he can handle center if Baez/Russell move him out there. We don’t 
know that’s going to happen. We don’t know that it won’t either. 

#68 Jorge Soler - Right Field
2014

PA H HR RBI AVG SB BB% K%

97 26 5 20 .292 1 6.2 % 24.7 %

OBP SLG OPS ISO BABIP LD% wOBA WAR

.330 .573 .903 .281 .339 11.9 % .386 0.7

See spotlight.

Others: Junior Lake, Ryan Sweeney, Matt Szczur,  
Ryan Sweeney is unlikely to make the team with six candidates ready to play 

in the outfield and without even Bryant being moved there. Szczur played himself 
into contention with an impressive spring and will be up if there are injuries. He also 
provides us the opportunity to say “Can’t fight the Szczur!,” which we’re happy to 
have. He’s the best speed off the bench option and can play all three spots, which 
is a handy thing to have. Lake continues to learn how to actually play baseball with 
all of his enormous skill. He’ll probably be the first call in case of injury, and can at 
least thrash about in all three spots. But pretty much just an injury fill-in right now, 
unless something goes terribly wrong. 

Chicago Cubs Player Previews



Jorge 
Soler

It’s funny. With all the hoopla over Kris Bryant, the questions over Javier 
Baez, the anticipation of Addison Russell, and the curiosity about Arismen-
dy Alcántara’s versatility, it almost feels like some have forgotten the Cubs 
might have another budding superstar in right field. 

It was hard to not go overboard on Soler’s debut in the majors last year, 
capped off by hitting a ball to Minnesota out of Busch Stadium in August. 
And only 24 games would be the very definition of a sample size too small 
to judge. But man, there were moments, weren’t there? When you have 
eight hits in your first four games, people tend to notice. 

The questions with Soler has always been health, and those haven’t 
gone away. Soler still hasn’t topped 100 games in any of his seasons in 
the Cubs system, as his balky legs have kept him from doing so. The Cubs 
think they have it figured out now, and considering his age and his massive 
size it’s no surprise his hamstrings had a tough time catching up. But good 
God, when he’s been healthy he simply toyed with the minor leagues. He 
slugged over .800 in Double-A. He slugged over .600 in Triple-A, though 
admittedly in only a handful of games. He slugged .573 in his brief cameo 
last year at Wrigley. The potential couldn’t be more obvious. 

What should separate Soler from Baez is that he does have plate 
discipline. His swing can be as wild and violent, but he’s shown a far more 
discerning eye in the minors and walked far more. He’s going to strike out 
a ton as they all will. His plate-discipline didn’t come with him up to the 

majors last year, as he was another who struggled to adjust from the minor 
league strikezone to the major league version. But you have to believe with 
time and his skills he’ll adjust to it. The Cubs’ claim that he only swung at 
one or two pitches out of the zone in Mesa are a testament, however true.

Because Soler is their most rounded piece. He can hit like Bryant but 
can also play the field. He’s been prevented from running a lot on the bases 
because of those worries about his hamstrings, but if those get sorted there 
is the ability to swipe some bags. He’s got a cannon in right and is going to 
hilariously cut down some runners this season. He’s also probably going to 
throw a couple balls into the upper deck, but it’ll be worth it.

The idea of going Bryant-Rizzo-Soler 3-4-5 in the lineup for the next 
decade is basically beyond pornography. That would terrorize any pitcher 
in the league when it shakes out like that. How can you avoid any of it? All 
of them should be disciplined enough to avoid becoming easy outs. Get 
anyone who can get on regularly in front of them and it could be a bonanza 
of runs. 

If the hamstrings hold up, Soler is going to hit. He’s 23, so his physical 
condition should catch up soon. He’s got major league training now. It’s 
funny that people don’t consider him as much of a sure thing as Bryant, 
because his highs have been higher than Bryant’s, just not nearly as long. 
The Cubs could have two candidates for rookie of the year in the outfield 
this season. Think about that. 

CUBS SPOTLIGHT





Finally! The Rock Has Come Back To 
Wrigley

Continued from page 1

it’s the truth. The Cubs could stand to gain something in the neighborhood of 40 runs 
saved from that switch. Who knows how many wins that could be worth. There’s a big 
difference on 3-2 counts now for sure that will go to Ks from walks. 

What we don’t know is what offense the Cubs will get. Miguel Montero has been 
hot barf at the plate for the past two years. He blames it on the D-backs woeful 
nature, but catchers don’t tend to age well when holding a piece of wood. Maybe the 
whiff of a good team has Montero bounce back, and maybe it doesn’t. Perhaps his 
defense makes up for it, perhaps it doesn’t. 

Heading around the infield, it’s going to be a matter of fitting the pieces together. 
Starting tonight, it’s Mike Olt, Arismendy Alcántara, and Tommy La Stella (the last two 
being the most lyrical) who will orbit around and through Castro and Rizzo. It could 
be Kris Bryant soon as well, though we get the feeling the Cubs are really hoping that 
Olt handles his business at 3rd for many reasons, including he’s the best defensive 
player of the group and Joe Maddon prioritizes run-prevention, it’ll justify sending Bry-
ant down to work in the outfield, and Olt would be another weapon. His call-up last 
September certainly looked a lot better than his John Henry Swingin’ That Hammer 
act of the first half, but that was only 20 games. 

Alcántara and La Stella are both questions of how much of their minor league 
form they can bring to the majors. Both were disciplined hitters in various backwaters 
and truck stops, but when they got to places with airports with multiple terminals 
things went sideways. Alcántara especially struggled with anything that wasn’t a 
fastball. He’s got great baseball instincts, and it feels like he’ll hit much better this 
season while being shuffled all over the diamond. La Stella brings high OBP-tenden-
cies, which the Cubs need. But he didn’t show it much in Atlanta for the 2nd half of 
the year last year when he came up. 

And all of this could get blown up when and if Javy Baez, and more importantly 
Addison Russell, travel the correct way on I-90. Russell is probably ready now but 
when he comes up no later than July the Cubs will be getting a true professional. If 
Baez does come back to reclaim his spot, it’ll indicate he’s far more likely to tear a 
hole in the Earth than he was last year.  How can you safely predict what the Cubs 
will get from their infield and from whom they’ll be getting it?

Moving to the outfield, at least two-thirds of that is settled. We can safely say that 
Dexter Fowler, after we get over Greek God Luis Valbuena going in exchange for 
him, will get on base. He’s been over a .360 OBP the last four years. What we don’t 
know is if his kind of horrific defensive numbers were a result of playing the Walmart 
parking lots that the outfields in Coors Field and Minute Maid Park are or the fact that 
he just can’t play there. Luckily, just about the only fly-ball pitchers in the rotation right 
now are Hammel and Wood, and Wood might not even stick there. 

The other locked down spot is Jorge Soler, who is somehow flying under the ra-
dar thanks to the madness over Kris Bryant. This is a Rookie Of The Year candidate 
and is just as likely to do as much damage as Bryant, though no one wants to say 
that out loud when he doesn’t even have 200 games as a professional. But we’ll say 
it. The talent and discipline is just too great. 

Left field is where the questions are. At the start it was supposed to be a Chris 
Coghlan-Chris Denorfia platoon. But that went out the window when Denorfia got 
hurt, and they might not get a chance to implement it at all if Bryant is called up as 
soon as he can be and has to be stationed in left. Denorfia can play all positions that 
start in grass, and Alcántara is going to see time in all positions as well. When Bryant 
is called up, the corners of the outfield are going to be nuclear test sites. 

When Bryant gets here, he’s going to hit. People will complain about the 
strikeouts, but those will be little more than his outs. His swing and approach are just 
too balanced to be over-matched for long if at all. By May 1, the Cubs can count on 
Rizzo, Castro, Soler, and Bryant. That’s half the lineup. So that’s a pretty good start. 
If they can get the production from Alcántara that he promises, or even a shred of it, 
or Baez and/or Russell come up, this is going to be a Doomsday Weapon by July 1. 
Will that be enough to get into the postseason? Yes, it just might be, because…

Life Ain’t Nuttin’ But Pitchers And Money
The Cubs rotation should be good enough to keep the team at least in touching 

distance while the lineup shakes out, no matter how long that takes. 
There’s always a risk in handing out a Monty Python-foot level of money to a 

pitcher, but there are few surer bets than Jon Lester. The guy’s simply been a met-
ronome since 2008, aside from 2012 when everything went wrong for the Red Sox. 
And going from the AL to the NL is still something of a cheat code for pitchers. Lester 
will almost certainly provide a performance better than anything the Cubs have seen 
since before Carlos Zambrano lost his fucking mind. 

The rest? Some are skeptical of Jake Arrieta, as he only has one season of 
dominance. Some think he’ll revert to the guy who could never put it all together. 
We’re not among them. Over the past seven years, every pitcher that put up a 5+ 
WAR season has only come off of that level due to injury. There are no flukes who 
end up being that good. Maybe not as good, but still very effective. Looking around, 
that’s as good of a 1-2 you’ll find in the NL outside of D.C or L.A. or any other place 
known by initials.

The rest of the rotation should be representative at least. Jason Hammel was 
really good in his first go-around here, and actually was really good all year aside 
from a wonky July. You worry about fly-ball pitchers in Wrigley but he’s made it work 
before. He’s actually had better seasons and they were in Colorado. Some want to 
dismiss Kyle Hendricks because his fastball can’t break wind, but he’s just too smart 
to get rocked consistently. Travis Wood was awful last season, but some of that was 
due to luck just as his superb ‘13 was also due to the varying winds of fortune. That 
should settle in the middle this time around. And of course, there’s always the vari-
able that the Cubs go out and get another pitcher (rhymes with “Mole Camels”) if the 
front office thinks they’re in it with all the prospect talent spilling out of the container. 

It’s probably folly to predict a bullpen, because by nature it’s the most volatile 
section of a baseball team. These guys are in the pen because they’re not good 
enough to start. It swings from year to year. But the Cubs are pretty fortified there. 
They have four guys, Neil Ramirez, Pedro Strop, Hector Rondon, and Justin Grimm, 
who were simply lights out for the season’s last three months. Even if one or two of 
them suddenly turn into gasoline, the Cubs should have the 8th and 9th locked down 
with any combination and some support from Phil Coke and/or Jason Motte (it won’t 
be Motte, because he sucks out loud). 

The x-factor in all of this is of course the manager, Joe Maddon. We won’t say 
Ricky Tikki Tembo was a bad manager. His main job was to smile and nod at Rizzo 
and Castro while they bounced back from the chaining regime of Dale Sveum. He did 
that magnificently. We’re not sure he had any idea how to manage a pen or team at 
all, but that wasn’t the point. 

We’ve been bitten by managers before. Dusty Baker showed up with a sterling 
reputation, and soon proved to be Bozo The Clown’s boneheaded cousin with a 
fucking toothpick. Lou Piniella showed up with an even better reputation, and he 
watched half asleep as the Cubs managed 12 runs in six playoff games, all losses. 
But Maddon is not going to be that. 

Even with just last year’s team, Maddon probably improves it by three or 
four wins. That’s 77. Full seasons of Soler and Bryant are large improvements of 
whatever punters were in right and left last year. The rotation is more solid and won’t 
have half of it stripped at the deadline. The pen has the potential to be Mossad-level 
problem-solvers. It’s not a 95-win team, but it’s better than .500.

We think you should expect interesting games to take place on Clark and Addison 
in September. Interesting means games that matter, competing for a playoff spot. 
Can they chase the Cardinals? Probably not. As much as it makes our lunch march 
toward our lips they’re probably a 93-95 win team if they stay healthy (which when 
you have Matt Holiday, isn’t going to happen). But running with the Pirates, Marlins, 
Giants, and maybe Padres, for a wild card spot? Absolutely. The rotation and bullpen 
assure a floor, and the lineup could easily be a very high ceiling. It could also bust 
out. But Bryant and Soler are just too sure of wagers. And this is only the start. This 
goes on for years. It’s over Cubs fans. You have arrived at the dawn. 



This winter, as we Cub fans thought about the team that was taking 
shape for the 2015 season and beyond, we could think about experi-
encing things that Cub fans haven’t experienced for decades, or even a 
century. However, there was one thing we hadn’t counted on.

This marks the first baseball season in over six decades without 
Ernie Banks. Ernie left us the night of January 23, and it makes perfect 
sense that he went at night. Ernie lived in the sunshine, just as the sun-
shine lived in him. He brought joy to a game that should always have 
joy. Every time you saw Ernie Banks, he was always cheerful. In fact, he 
once said, “I treat everyone as if they have a sign that says, ‘make me 
happy.’” That sunshine within Banks was why everyone, Cub fan or not, 
even those who were born after he no longer played, loved him. 

Everyone who ever met him was always treated like the most import-
ant person in the room by him. I took my wife to the 1994 Emil Verban 
Memorial Society luncheon (it’s a real thing, I promise), 
and Banks was holding court. As my wife approached, 
he turned and introduced himself, “Hi, I’m Ernie Banks.” 
Of course the fact that my wife happens to be a knockout 
didn’t hurt either. But everyone got the thrill of not only 
meeting this great player, but also a great man.

As a four-year-old going to his first Cub game in 1967, 
all I knew going in was that the Cubs wore blue hats like 
mine, and Ernie Banks was Mr. Cub. All I wanted was 
for Banks to hit a home run that day. And he did. I don’t 
remember much about it (again, four years old), but my 
dad told me it was pretty much the same as every Banks 
home run; a rope to left field that you were never quite 
sure would clear the wall.

My dad was actually there the day Ernie hit #500. When I heard 
he was blowing off work to go, I wanted to blow off school to go too. 
He nixed that, but I managed to let the Cubs interfere with my edu-
cation enough in later years...it was their fault, putting Wrigley Field 
right between Uptown and Lane Tech. But I digress...#500 was, again, 
classic Banks. Another rope into left. In fact, one habit I picked up from 
my dad was this kind of lifting motion with my hands, urging the ball 
over the wall. Kind of how a bowler waves at his ball trying to get it into 
the pocket. I know Dad was doing that as soon as Banks hit the ball. In 
fact, one of the biggest kicks I ever got was finding that ticket stub and 
showing it to Banks. 

The name Mr. Cub fit him perfectly too. Not only because he was the 
greatest player in the history of the franchise, but he embodied the hope 
and optimism that we all feel, particularly then. The Cubs were contend-
ing for the first time in Banks’ career, and he believed as we all did...
the Cubs would be great in ‘68, the Cubs would shine in ‘69, the Cubs 
would glow in 7-0. Something about the way he’d say it, we’d all believe. 
Hell, he had me believing those early 80s teams weren’t all that bad.

He had the same love for the game as I felt...when you’re a kid and 
school’s out, who didn’t want to play two? Three? Hell, as many as 
you could squeeze in before either the sun went down or it was time 

to eat. Ernie was right there with us, he just loved playing ball. Hell, his 
love of the game is why now that I’m in my 50s I still wear #14 when I 
play softball. Ernie was also a nightmare for baseball coaches all over 
Chicago, as every kid mimicked that finger-wiggling thing he did when 
he held the bat.

It was perfectly fitting that he was a Cub. When he got bought from 
the Kansas City Monarchs, the Cubs narrowly won a bidding war over 
the White Sox and Yankees. If Banks had been a Yankee, would his de-
sire to play two every day have had the same ring? It’s easy to want to 
play more when you’re winning the pennant every year. If he had plied 
his trade in Comiskey Park, he would have turned the 1950s Sox teams 
from pretty good ones to great ones.

Instead, he was a Cub. In the late 50s, as he won back-to-back 
MVP trophies for second-division teams, it was said, “without Banks, 

the Cubs would finish in Albequerque.” Then once he got 
some help in the form of Ron Santo and Billy Williams, 
he had some more of his prime wasted with the “College 
of Coaches.” He was a diamond on a trash heap for the 
majority of his career.

Finally in the twilight of his career, he had a shot at 
contention. But as we all know, it was never to be. Still, 
his career spanned a watershed period for Major League 
Baseball. It started with him and Gene Baker integrating 
the Cubs in 1953, in an era where there were 16 major 
league teams, and none farther west than St. Louis. By 
the time he retired in 1971, there were 24 teams, includ-
ing five in California. Of course, every team was integrat-

ed. When he came to Chicago, the great Cub power hitter of the era 
was Hank Sauer, a tobacco-chewing behemoth who swung a 40-ounce 
bat. Banks swung one in the low 30s, and looked like a buggy-whip 
when he unleashed into a pitch.

But his career was also a great one. One of the ten greatest short-
stops of all time. 512 career home runs (including one on that day in 
1967). An equal to his contemporaries, Willie Mays and Hank Aaron.

But his joy, his optimism, it embodied what the Cubs are all about. 
Without that optimism, you could never endure the heartbreaks of 1969, 
1970, 1984 or 2003. That optimism is what makes you believe that he’s 
in whatever astral plane you believe in, lobbying for cosmic intervention.

And if the time ever comes when the Cubs finally become the last 
team to win a baseball game in a season, you can believe a lot of us will 
find our thoughts going to Ernie Banks.

Thanks for that, Ernie.

Let’s play two.

Forklift is one of our hockey buddies as editor of HockeeNight.com. 
Follow him on Twitter @HockeeNight.

FORKLIFT

Ernie
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The Cubs’ Record When...

Every Monday During The Baseball Season! (Tues-
days when Cubs are off) Sign up at 

TheCommittedIndian.com or TheIvyDrip.wordpress.
com!  $35 for the whole season!

At home 0-0 Rizzo homers 0-0 Playing on a Saturday 0-0

On road 0-0 Castro homers 0-0 Playing on a Sunday 0-0

Lester starts 0-0 MIKE OLT!! 0-0 Someone not relevant sings stretch 0-0

Jay Carrieta starts 0-0 Soler homers 0-0 Wind blows in 0-0

Hammel starts 0-0 Baez homers 0-0 Wind blows out 0-0

Hendricks starts 0-0 Baez strikes out twice or more 0-0 Wind blows cross-field 0-0

Wood starts 0-0 Baez is in Iowa 0-0 On CSN 0-0

Jackson starts (Fuck) 0-0 Bryant homers 0-0 On WGN 0-0

Some jamoke starts 0-0 Drawing no walks 0-0 On WLS 0-0

Starter goes 7+ 0-0 Drawing 1-3 walks 0-0 On Fox 0-0

Starter goes 5-7 innings 0-0 Drawing four or more walks 0-0 On ESPN 0-0

Starter goes less than 5 innings 0-0 Committing no errors 0-0 Ronnie Woo should be put down 0-0

Use two or less relievers 0-0 Committing one error 0-0 Len Kasper mentions cool band 0-0

Use three relievers 0-0 Committing two errors or more 0-0 Len Kasper mentions terrible band 0-0

Use four or more relievers 0-0 Castro threatens child’s life with throw 0-0 Jim Deshaies sounds very tired 0-0

Getting seven hits or more 0-0 Bryant is attacked by bees in field 0-0 In April 0-0

Getting less than seven hits 0-0 Playing during the day 0-0 In May 0-0

Hitting no home runs 0-0 Playing at night 0-0 In June 0-0

Hitting one home run 0-0 Playing on a Monday 0-0 In July 0-0

Hitting two home runs 0-0 Playing on a Tuesday 0-0 In August 0-0

Hitting three homers or more 0-0 Playing on a Wednesday 0-0 In September 0-0

Hitting one triple or more 0-0 Playing on a Thursday 0-0 With no bleachers ready 0-0

Stealing one base or more 0-0 Playing on a Friday 0-0 With at least some bleachers ready 0-0


